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Goals of WHOIS studies

ÅWHOIS policy has been debated for many years

ÅMany competing interests with valid viewpoints

ÅGNSO Council hopes that study data will provide 
an objective, factual basis for future policy 
making

ÅCouncil identified several WHOIS study areas to 
test hypotheses that reflect key policy concerns

ÅCouncil asked staff to determine costs and 
feasibility of conducting one or more of those 
studies



GNSO Council-requested WHOIS studies ð

Cross reference to original study numbers



1. WHOIS Misuse Studies

Two possible studies to assess whether public WHOIS 

significantly increases harmful acts and impact of anti -

harvesting measures.

1.One would survey registrants, registrars, research and law 

enforcement orgs about past acts.

2.Another would measure variety of acts aimed at WHOIS 

published vs. unpublished test addresses.

Used RFP approach, 3 responses

ToR: http://gnso.icann.org/issues/whois/tor -whois-misuse-studies-
25sep09-en.pdf
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Analysis ðMisuse studies

Å Estimated cost -- $150,000

Å Roughly 12 months to complete

Å Study can count and categorize variety of harmful acts 
attributed to WHOIS misuse and show that data was 
probably not obtained from other sources

Å Some acts may be too difficult to measure

Å Cannot tie WHOIS queries directly to acts, which 
makes it difficult to prove that reductions in misuse 
were caused by specific anti -harvesting measures

Å May be difficult to assess whether measured misuse is 
òsignificantó




